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The Formation of the "Game Novel" Genre in China:
Focusing on Game Play and Media Environment in 2000s China

WU Zewel

Abstract:

This paper examines the historical development and genre-specific characteristics of "online game novels," a
new type of literature that emerged in China since the 2000s. While MMORPGs were initially regarded as
"digital utopias" embodying players' ideals, the introduction of in-game payment systems and real-money
trading transformed them into "another reality" that reproduced social inequalities of the real world. In this
context, young people began creating novels depicting ideal game worlds, thereby establishing "online game
novels" as a new literary genre. This study demonstrates that online game novels, while incorporating criticism
of Chinese games and science fiction elements to satisfy individual desires, represent a literary form that is

closely connected to the ideological environment of games and Chinese society.

Keywords: Game Novel, MMORPG, Chinese Online Literature, Game Systems, Online game novels
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